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Saving the Bay
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful committed people
can change the world, indeed it’s the only thing that ever has.”
Margaret Mead

OOOOOvvvvvererererervvvvviewiewiewiewiew
The current
protections
afforded to
San Francisco
Bay are a
result of
concerted public pressure, governmental
regulation, and organized action.  Through
this activity students will understand the
role of the citizen in a democracy, by investi-
gating historical figures who affected change,
primarily the three women who founded
Save The Bay.  San Francisco Bay historically
was seen as a garbage dump, an empty space
to be filled, and unrealized real estate. In the
early 1960s there were plans being considered
that would have dramatically altered the size
and health of the Bay.  Students will read
several articles to distinguish the various
points of view and the issues that were at
stake in the late 1960s.  Students will also
explore a successful citizen action that
brought significant change to the Bay Area.

Estimated TimeEstimated TimeEstimated TimeEstimated TimeEstimated Time
Approximately one hour in class and a one-
hour homework assignment.

ObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectives
Students will be able to:
• describe how civil society makes it

possible for individuals or groups to
bring influence to bear on government.

• explain the political history of San
Francisco Bay in the 1960s and how
democracies rely upon active individuals.

MaterialsMaterialsMaterialsMaterialsMaterials
For each student: photocopies of student
pages, articles, and calls to action

California Science Content StandardsCalifornia Science Content StandardsCalifornia Science Content StandardsCalifornia Science Content StandardsCalifornia Science Content Standards
Grades 9-12Grades 9-12Grades 9-12Grades 9-12Grades 9-12

Earth Sciences Standard Set 9.c: Earth Sciences Standard Set 9.c: Earth Sciences Standard Set 9.c: Earth Sciences Standard Set 9.c: Earth Sciences Standard Set 9.c: the
importance of water to society, the origins
of California’s fresh water, and the relation-
ship between supply and need.

Investigation and Experimentation m:Investigation and Experimentation m:Investigation and Experimentation m:Investigation and Experimentation m:Investigation and Experimentation m:
investigate a science-based societal issue by
researching the literature, analyzing data,
and communicating the findings.  Ex-
amples include . . . land and water use
decisions in California.

California History/Social Science ContentCalifornia History/Social Science ContentCalifornia History/Social Science ContentCalifornia History/Social Science ContentCalifornia History/Social Science Content
StandardsStandardsStandardsStandardsStandards
Grades 9-12Grades 9-12Grades 9-12Grades 9-12Grades 9-12
Historical and  Social Sciences AnalysisHistorical and  Social Sciences AnalysisHistorical and  Social Sciences AnalysisHistorical and  Social Sciences AnalysisHistorical and  Social Sciences Analysis
SkillsSkillsSkillsSkillsSkills
Chronological and Spatial ThinkingChronological and Spatial ThinkingChronological and Spatial ThinkingChronological and Spatial ThinkingChronological and Spatial Thinking

1. Students compare the present with the
past, evaluating the consequences of past
events and decisions and determining the
lessons that were learned.

Historical InterpretationHistorical InterpretationHistorical InterpretationHistorical InterpretationHistorical Interpretation
3. Students interpret past events and issues
within the context in which an event
unfolded rather than solely in terms of
present-day norms and values.
4. Students understand the meaning,
implication, and impact of historical events
and recognize that events could have taken
other directions.
5. Students analyze human modifications of
landscapes and examine the resulting



198  198  198  198  198    Save The Bay’s San Francisco Bay Watershed Curriculum

environmental policy issues.
Grade 11Grade 11Grade 11Grade 11Grade 11

StStStStStandarandarandarandarandard 11.11.5:d 11.11.5:d 11.11.5:d 11.11.5:d 11.11.5: Trace the impact of, need
for, and controversies associated with environ-
mental conservation, expansion of the
national park system, and the development of
environmental protection laws, with particular
attention to the interaction between environ-
mental protection and property rights.

Grade 12Grade 12Grade 12Grade 12Grade 12
Standard 12.3.2:Standard 12.3.2:Standard 12.3.2:Standard 12.3.2:Standard 12.3.2: how civil society makes it
possible for people, individually or in
association with others, to bring their
influence to bear on government in ways
other than voting and elections
Standard 12.7.5: Standard 12.7.5: Standard 12.7.5: Standard 12.7.5: Standard 12.7.5: how public policy is
formed, including the setting of the public
agenda and how it is carried out through
regulations and executive orders
Standard 12.7.6: Standard 12.7.6: Standard 12.7.6: Standard 12.7.6: Standard 12.7.6: the process of lawmaking
at each of the three levels of government,
including the role of lobbying and the media
StStStStStandarandarandarandarandard 12.8.1: d 12.8.1: d 12.8.1: d 12.8.1: d 12.8.1: the meaning and impor-
tance of a free and responsible press

English/Language Arts Content StandardsEnglish/Language Arts Content StandardsEnglish/Language Arts Content StandardsEnglish/Language Arts Content StandardsEnglish/Language Arts Content Standards
Grades 9-12Grades 9-12Grades 9-12Grades 9-12Grades 9-12
Reading ComprehensionReading ComprehensionReading ComprehensionReading ComprehensionReading Comprehension

2.0 Students read and understand grade-level
appropriate material.

WWWWWrrrrriting Straiting Straiting Straiting Straiting Strategtegtegtegtegiesiesiesiesies
1.0 Students write coherent and focused essays
that convey a well-defined perspective and
tightly reasoned argument.

Listening and Speaking StrategiesListening and Speaking StrategiesListening and Speaking StrategiesListening and Speaking StrategiesListening and Speaking Strategies
1.0 Students deliver focused and coherent
presentations of their own that convey clear
and distinct perspectives and solid reasoning.

TTTTTeacher Peacher Peacher Peacher Peacher Prrrrrocococococedureduredureduredureeeee
1. Place students in groups of three or four.

Each student receives a packet of articles, a
copy of the student pages, and a copy of
the quotes.

2. Students should read “They’re Filling in
San Francisco Bay” individually and work

as a group to answer Part I questions.  Ask
each group to report on their answer to
question 3 in Part I (is the author biased?).

3. Students should individually read “Diagno-
sis of San Francisco Bay” and work as a
group to answer Part II questions.  Ask each
group to report on their answer to question
3 in Part II (a metaphor they would use to
protect the Bay).

4. Students should individually read “Power-
ful ‘Tea Ladies’ want help saving the Bay”
and the attached quotes and respond to Part
III, either in class or as a homework assign-
ment.

Extensions:Extensions:Extensions:Extensions:Extensions:
1. In a group, students identify an issue they

think is important to their community.
After an issue has been selected, students
will work to devise a strategy to meet their
goals. The strategy should have several
components: community outreach, identifi-
cation of political allies and mission state-
ment.

2. Students research the political history of
San Francisco Bay and how the Bay Conser-
vation and Development Commission came
into existence. Students present a research
paper illustrating the issues, controversies,
and resolutions surrounding Bay protec-
tion. Students also illustrate current issues
affecting San Francisco Bay: fill, airport
expansion, non-native species, loss of
wetlands, pollutants.

ResourcesResourcesResourcesResourcesResources
“The Saving of San Francisco Bay” Rice Odell,
The Conservation Foundation 1972.

“Between the Devil and the Deep Blue Bay:
The Struggle to Save San Francisco Bay”
Harrold Gilliam, Chronicle Books, 1969.

“Bay in Peril” by Jane Kay, A Special Reprint of
the San Francisco Examiner, 1993.
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PPPPPararararart It It It It I
Facts are the basis of newspaper stories.  Facts are also used to sway the general public to reach certain
conclusion.  Individually, read “They’re Filling in San Francisco Bay” from the Christian Science Moni-
tor, written in 1967. Newspaper articles often betray a bias through the facts chosen or the quotes given.

1.  Find the following facts in the article:
Between the Gold Rush and 1967, how much of San Francisco Bay was lost to fill?_____________

What percentage of this remaining amount of Bay was in private ownership in 1967?__________

2.  The author of the article is reporting on “a clash between the needs of a growing community and the
desire to preserve an irreplaceable resource.”  List the supporting facts given for each position.

Bay Fill Is Needed Bay Fill Is a Problem

3.  Based on the number of facts supporting each position, does the author show a bias and if so what is
it?

4.  The Christian Science Monitor article was one way that individuals inspired others to get involved
and take action on behalf of the Bay.  In the article, find three other ways that inspired activists took
action to protect the Bay.

Saving the Bay
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful committed people
can change the world, indeed it’s the only thing that ever has.”
Margaret Mead
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PPPPPararararart IIt IIt IIt IIt II
Metaphors communicate through association taking something familiar and using that to explain
the unfamiliar. A metaphor helps create reality without stating the reality literally. For instance, we
talk about the “head” of organizations and everyone understands the metaphor without it needing
to be explained that the person in charge directs the organization like the brain directs the body.
The choice of association depends upon the intent of the metaphor. On your own, read the follow-
ing article “Diagnosis of San Francisco Bay” for the use of metaphors in creating the argument that
the Bay should be saved.  As a group, answer the following questions:

1.  What is the metaphor and do you think it is a good association for the Bay?

2.  What is the purpose of the metaphor?

3.  Choose another metaphor for San Francisco Bay that supports saving the Bay. Write your
metaphor below and be prepared to share it with the class.

PPPPPararararart IIIt IIIt IIIt IIIt III
Individually, read the article “Powerful Tea Ladies Want Help Saving the Bay.”

1.  What inspired the founders of Save The Bay to take action?

Now read the “Calls to Action”page and on your own answer the next two questions.

1.  Which of the quotes would have most inspired you to take action?  Why?

2.  Is there anything in your life that would inspire you to take action in the political arena?  Write
an essay about an issue that would inspire you to act and what you would do to protect or support
the idea you have chosen.
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Saturday, May 6, 1967
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Diagnosis of San Francisco Bay
Freedom News, May, 1969
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Calls to Action in the United States

Silent Spring, by Rachel Carson in 1962
“For the first time in the history of the world, every human being is now subjected to contact with dangerous chemicals from the moment
of conception until death. … These chemicals are now stored in the bodies of the vast majority of human beings, regardless of age. They
occur in the mother’s milk, and probably in the tissues of the unborn child.”

“If the Bill of Rights contains no guarantee that a citizen shall be secure against lethal poisons distributed either by private individuals or by
public officials, it is surely only because our forefathers, despite their considerable wisdom and foresight, could conceive of no such
problem,”

Civil Disobedience, by Henry David Thoreau
“Unjust laws exist: shall we be content to obey them, or shall we endeavor to amend them, and obey them until we have succeeded, or shall
we transgress them at once? Men, generally, under such a government as this, think that they ought to wait until they have persuaded the
majority to alter them. They think that, if they should resist, the remedy would be worse than the evil…

“All men recognize the right of revolution; that is, the right to refuse allegiance to, and to resist, the government, when its tyranny or its
inefficiency are great and unendurable. But almost all say that such is not the case now. …when a sixth of the population of a nation which
has undertaken to be the refuge of liberty are slaves, and a whole country is unjustly overrun and conquered by a foreign army, and subjected
to military law, I think that it is not too soon for honest men to rebel and revolutionize.”

Abigail Adams, letter to her husband, John Adams, second President of the United States
“...remember the ladies, and be more generous and favorable to them than your ancestors. Do not put such unlimited power into the hands
of the husbands.  Remember all men would be tyrants if they could.  If particular care and attention is not paid to the ladies, we are
determined to foment a rebellion, and will not hold ourselves bound by any laws in which we have no voice or representation.”

I Have a Dream, by Martin Luther King, Jr., Delivered on the steps at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington D.C., August 28, 1963
“We have also come to this hallowed spot to remind America of the fierce urgency of now. This is no time to engage in the luxury of cooling
off or to take the tranquilizing drug of gradualism. Now is the time to rise from the dark and desolate valley of segregation to the sunlit path
of racial justice. Now is the time to open the doors of opportunity to all of God’s children. Now is the time to lift our nation from the
quicksands of racial injustice to the solid rock of brotherhood.

“It would be fatal for the nation to overlook the urgency of the moment and to underestimate the determination of the Negro. This
sweltering summer of the Negro’s legitimate discontent will not pass until there is an invigorating autumn of freedom and equality.
Nineteen sixty-three is not an end, but a beginning. Those who hope that the Negro needed to blow off steam and will now be content will
have a rude awakening if the nation returns to business as usual. There will be neither rest nor tranquility in America until the Negro is
granted his citizenship rights. The whirlwinds of revolt will continue to shake the foundations of our nation until the bright day of justice
emerges.”

The Hetch Hetchy Valley, by John Muir in the Sierra Club Bulletin in January, 1908
“It is impossible to overestimate the value of wild mountains and mountain temples as places for people to grow in, recreation grounds for
soul and body. They are the greatest of our natural resources, God’s best gifts, but none, however high and holy, is beyond reach of the
spoiler. In these ravaging money-mad days monopolizing San Francisco capitalists are now doing their best to destroy the Yosemite Park,
the most wonderful of all our great mountain national parks. Beginning on the Tuolumne side, they are trying with a lot of sinful ingenuity
to get the Government’s permission to dam and destroy the Hetch-Hetchy Valley for a reservoir, simply that comparatively private gain
may be made out of universal public loss, while of course the Sierra Club is doing all it can to save the valley.”

Inaugural Address, by John F. Kennedy, January 20, 1961
“In the long history of the world, only a few generations have been granted the role of defending freedom in its hour of maximum danger. I
do not shrink from this responsibility—I welcome it. I do not believe that any of us would exchange places with any other people or any
other generation. The energy, the faith, the devotion which we bring to this endeavor will light our country and all who serve it—and the
glow from that fire can truly light the world.  And so, my fellow Americans: ask not what your country can do for you—ask what you can do
for your country.”

Cesar Chavez
“The consumer boycott is the only open door in the dark corridor of nothingness down which farm workers have had to walk for many
years. It is a gate of hope through which they expect to find the sunlight of a better life for themselves and their families.”


